
1985 to 2010
How Far Have We Come?

Craig Anne Heflinger Vanderbilt University

The Year Was 1985…
 What was the number one movie at the US Box Office?What was the number one movie at the US Box Office?

The Year Was 1985…
 What was the most popular CD released in the US?What was the most popular CD released in the US?

Bruce 
Springsteen:
“Born in the 

U.S.A.”

Bruce 
Springsteen:
“Born in the 

U.S.A.”

It’s HOW Much?!

 Avg. price of a Car: Avg. price of a Car: 
 Avg. price of Milk:Avg. price of Milk:
 Avg. price of Bread:Avg. price of Bread:
 Cost of a Stamp:Cost of a Stamp:

$9005.00$9005.00 $27,958.00$27,958.00

$2.26/gal$2.26/gal $3.45/gal$3.45/gal
$0.55$0.55
$0 22$0 22

$2.49$2.49
$0 44$0 44 Cost of a Stamp:Cost of a Stamp:

 Avg. price for a House:Avg. price for a House:
 Avg. cost of Gas:Avg. cost of Gas: $1.20/gal$1.20/gal

$0.22$0.22
$89,330.00$89,330.00

$0.44$0.44
$238,880.00$238,880.00
$2.73/gal$2.73/gal

My, How We’ve Grown!

 Number of ConferenceNumber of Conference
Presentations/ Sessions:Presentations/ Sessions:

 Number of ConferenceNumber of Conference

88 6464

2828 6262u be  o  Co e e ceu be  o  Co e e ce
Posters:Posters:

 Number of ConferenceNumber of Conference
Attendees:Attendees:

2828 6262

137137 530+530+

Increase in Children’s Mental Health 
Funding (Number of Funded Projects)1
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1 - http://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Research Portfolio Online Reporting Tool) – Term 
Search in NIMH for “children” and “mental health” and “services” for [periods]
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Increase in Children’s Mental Health 
Research (Number of Publications)1
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1 - Search: “children” and “mental health” and “services”; within: PyscINFO for [periods]
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Accomplishments  & 
Continuing Challenges
 Child assessment & diagnosis
 Youth and family needs and wants
 Services availability and improvement
 Medicaid funding 
 System of care 

Broader Societal Context (National & International)  
Politics Economics Global Issues etc System of care 

implementation
and outcomes

Politics, Economics, Global Issues, etc.

Community Issues (Service Systems)

Neighborhood,
Peers                 

Family

Statewide
Policy, 

Professional
“Pool”

Service Providers 
(MH, Schools, 

JJ, etc)Child/Youth

Where Must We Go From Here?
 Continue with the vision
 Research and intervention focus needs to move “up” the 

system
 Build national base for system change
 Research on collaborations and system changey g
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